University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-12-1992

Cholera Update By Country
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Cholera Update By Country." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/8439

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 062734
ISSN: 1060-4189

Cholera Update By Country
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, February 12, 1992
ARGENTINA. Feb. 2: The government announced a "state of red alert" throughout northern
Argentina, with special attention to Salta and Jujuy provinces. Health Ministry officials are
expecting cholera cases to develop through contact with Bolivians. The border town of La Quiaca
in Jujuy province is considered particularly susceptible following the confirmation of eight cases
in the neighboring Bolivian city of Villazon. Feb. 5: Provisional Health Minister Julio Cesar Araoz
confirmed six deaths from cholera and 32 additional cases of the disease in Salta province. Feb. 6:
President Carlos Menem said the Health Ministry will work closely with neighbor governments
and plans to use the armed forces in disease prevention programs. Feb. 7: Health Minister Alberto
Maza said the cholera outbreak in northern Argentina had been isolated and controlled. Thus
far, he said, nine people in Salta province have died from cholera. BOLIVIA. Another outbreak of
cholera, which first appeared in Bolivia on Sept. 2 last year, was reported in late January. In the
Jan. 15-22 period, Cochabamba department health officials confirmed 110 new cases, including
eight fatalities. CHILE. Feb. 3: The Public Health Institute has confirmed six new cases of cholera
in Arica, 1,650 km. north of Santiago. In April and May 1991, 41 people in Santiago, Valparaiso and
Concepcion were infected by eating contaminated seafood and vegetables. Two of the 41 died from
the disease. COLOMBIA. Jan. 28: The Health Ministry reported 13,028 confirmed cases of cholera
and 226 deaths over the past eight months. In recent weeks, 17 residents of coastal departments
Choco and Cauca have died of the disease. PERU. Jan. 30: Health Minister Victor Paredes said the
government will not be able to eradicate cholera in the short term, but that the spread of the virus is
under control. He added that although the number of new cases has declined by 80% compared to
the peak period (February-July 1991), the statistics continue to be alarming. Thus far in 1992, 16,000
new cases of cholera have been confirmed. Of the total, 8,000 victims were hospitalized, and 89 died
of the disease. According to Health Ministry statistics, 323,000 of cholera were confirmed in 1991,
including 120,000 hospitalizations and 2,909 deaths. The average number of persons infected per
month was almost 27,000. VENEZUELA. Jan. 23: Health Ministry officials reported five new cases
of cholera in Zulia department, bringing the total number of confirmed cases to 25. Two children
have died from the disease. Jan. 26: In Maracaibo, Zulia department officials confirmed over 10 new
cases of cholera, bringing the national total to 40. Jan. 27: Maracaibo health officials reported that the
Sinamaica Lagoon is contaminated with the cholera bacteria. Jan. 30: President Carlos Andres Perez
rejected a proposal by Health Minister Rafael Orihuela to declare a state of emergency in Zulia.
He said the armed forces had commenced cooperative efforts with health officials to control the
outbreak at the Sinamaica Lagoon, where six new cases were reported. [Sources: Inter Press Service,
01/23/92; Notimex, 01/30/92; El Mercurio (Chile), La Epoca (Chile), 01/30/92, 01/31/92; Deutsche
Press Agentur, 01/22/92, 02/05/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/23/92, 01/30/92, 02/06/92, 02/07/92;
Agence France-Presse, 01/23/92, 01/26-28/92, 02/02-06/92, 02/09/92]
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